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ABOUT US

The Guatemala Stove Project (GSP) is a non-profit, non-denominational, non-governmental organization dedicated
to helping Indigenous Maya people of the western highlands of Guatemala. The primary mandate is to improve living 
conditions for families by funding the building of improved cookstoves. GSP also provides educational bursaries, 
microloans and funding for relief efforts and sustainable development projects.

GSP is a grassroots volunteer-driven organization entering our 21st year of operation. We are a group of Canadians 
from many different backgrounds and interests who bring new ideas and perspectives. Respect for these ideas and 
initiatives are what keeps us going. We partner with three local Guatemalan organizations — CEDEC (Centro de 
Estudios Para el Desarrollo y la Cooperación), AMI (Asociación de Mujures Ixchel) and AMMID (Asociación Maya 
Mam de Investigación y Desarrollo) — through which we provide support to Indigenous communities.
        
To date, a total of 7,118 cookstoves and nine school stoves have been constructed. 

HIGHLIGHTS OF OUR PROGRAMS

II. Microloans

This fiscal year, $4,060 was added to the microloan fund which was spearheaded by Jim Nuyens and started in 2012.  
GSP has contributed a total of $23,000 to the larger AMMID microloan fund of $108,000. The system is based on the 
principles of the Grameen Bank. The money continues to circulate amongst AMMID members with loans being used to 
enhance agricultural outputs or support small commercial ventures. There are strict criteria to qualify for a loan with 
the initial loan being approximately $200 and which can increase up to a maximum of $600 if all criteria are met. The 
repayment rate is close to 100%. The interest rate which pays for administrative and governmental costs is reduced 
when recipients commit to a green initiative of planting trees or grasses which help prevent deforestation and landslides.   

III. Educational Bursaries

The Cantel Scholarship Program began six years ago and has been administered in Guatemala by AMI. This past 
November Keith Walker, who spearheaded the program, attended the graduation of the last student Mildred.  
Graduates have been successful in finding gainful employment.

The AMMID Educational Bursary Program began in 2014 with the aim of helping girls attend middle and high school as 
many are denied this opportunity due to limited family resources. In November 2019, 14 girls completed their respective 
grades. After receiving support for six years, Maria Susana is our first graduate from Grade 12. She is currently working 
in Guatemala City and hopes to pursue her studies. 

The new school year commenced in January and saw the admission of 15 girls — grade 7 (3), grade 8 (3), grade 9 (3), 
grade 10 (2), grade 11 (2) and  grade 12 (1). One woman is attending grade 7 in adult school every Sunday. Girls in 
grades 7 and 8 are being supported with funds from a new initiative, the Wilma Wilkinson Fund.  This generous fund 
given in memory of Wilma will support six girls to attend the six years of middle and high school.  Volunteers Liz, Rita, 
and Janet, along with our community education liaison Jovita, visited several new students and their families in their 
homes and schools to explain the program and answer questions. GSP hosted the annual student luncheon which 
was coordinated by Jovita and attended by students, families, AMMID coordinator and some Board members. To fund 
a girl for the year in middle school costs approximately $600 and $800 for high school.

HIGHLIGHTS OF OUR PROGRAMS

1. Masonry Cookstoves

Due to circumstances of poverty, countless Indigenous Maya people in Guatemala continue to cook indoors over 
wood burning fires. Cookstove smoke contributes to a wide range of chronic illnesses and health impacts. Working 
with our partners we send funds as available throughout the year and local masons carry out the work. In this fiscal 
year GSP has provided 300 families with improved cookstoves. 

Working with our partner CEDEC, a new initiative was begun in January 2020. Malnutrition is a widespread reality 
and one which leads to poor school performance. The construction of nine school stoves has benefited hundreds 
of children as they are able to eat a nourishing meal prepared by the school volunteers.    
          
In January and February, four volunteers — Tom Clarke, Liz Ballantyne Jackson, Rita Redner and Janet Allan —
documented stoves built the previous year. A brief history of the family benefitting from the stove is recorded 
along with a photograph of the stove and 
family. This work is made possible with the 
assistance of our partners as they trans-
ported us to the homes and provided 
translation from the local language into 
Spanish. The data is then entered into our 
database. Volunteers were pleased with 
the quality of the stoves and families 
expressed great appreciation. It costs 
$300 to fund construction of a family 
cookstove and $550 for a school stove. 



HIGHLIGHTS OF OUR PROGRAMS

IV. Emergency Assistance   

In the spring of 2019 GSP raised money to fund surgery for Julio Torres who required a below the knee amputation. 
This fiscal year GSP financed follow up care as for transport to the clinic, doctor visits, nutritional supplements and 
some basic warm clothing.

During the volunteer stove building trip with CEDEC, Tom Clarke encountered a 38-year-old woman Juana who 
had been experiencing swelling, pain and discharge in her left eye for one and a half years. A previous unsuccessful 
medical visit and lack of money for follow up prompted GSP to fund several medical appointments and medications.  
She is now improving and will need surgery for tear duct blockage in the future.
     
While documenting stoves with AMI, Tom noticed the blistered hands of Sofia, a 15-month-old child. Upon further 
inspection she was noted to have blisters on other parts of her body. GSP funded her transport, medical appointment 
and treatment which resulted in resolving the problem. 
       
The first case of COVID-19 was announced in Guatemala on March 13, 2020. The restrictions on gatherings, work 
and business activities were a severe blow, especially to the Indigenous communities living in rural areas where GSP 
works. Individuals could not sell their produce in markets, food prices increased, some food items became scarce 
and meagre family food supplies were quickly used up.  
 
GSP decided to direct funds to our three partners strictly for emergency aid for a two month period lasting until 
mid-May. In response to a proposal from CEDEC, $7,000 was sent in late March to purchase basic food supplies 
for 100 desperate families.

THE YEAR IN REVIEW

GSP volunteers are active year-round in a variety of ways: promoting the project, fundraising and assisting with 
administration and organizational activities. We made many presentations throughout the year to churches, 
community and rotary groups and we are always happy to speak about GSP whenever the opportunity arises.  
Volunteer and board meetings are held regularly throughout the year.   

Main Fundraising Events

In May, the fourth “Mother of a Dinner” fundraiser was held at St. James Anglican Church. Many GSP volunteers 
worked alongside Jordan Kennie and her staff from Picnic Cafe and Catering in Perth to prepare the food. A delicious 
Guatemalan themed meal was served family style at prepaid tables of eight guests, and a silent auction highlighted 
many Guatemalan crafts. 

In November, the annual Perth Fall Fundraising Dance featured the local band Open Road who entertained the crowd 
with favourite songs. Local artists and businesses generously donated many items and services for the silent auction.  
Local food stores provided snacks and light refreshments. On display were Guatemalan crafts, as well as information 
about the work of GSP with volunteers on hand to answer questions.

The Ottawa Fall Fundraiser was held in November at a new venue in the Riverside Churches. The event included a 
buffet with a popular taco stand, a silent auction, a craft table with Guatemalan items, and an information booth which 
explained the stove, microloan and education programs. Guests were treated to live entertainment by Los Paisanos.  
We were privileged to have the Guatemalan ambassador Carlos Jimenez Licona and his wife Sara present at this event.

Spring and Summer 2019

April:  Workshop presented to Fisher Summit Alternative School students for their Open Your Eyes Day.
May:  Perth Mother of a Dinner Fundraiser 
June:  AGM at McMartin House, Perth followed by a potluck and Ottawa garage sale  
July:  Information booth and sales table at Stewart Park Music Festival in Perth
August:  Bottle collection at Blue Skies Music Festival and 150 copies of GSP calendar printed

Fall 2019 and Winter 2020

September:  Presentation to Child and Youth Care Worker students at Algonquin College
November: Presentations to St. James Anglican and St. Paul’s United Churches
January:  Presentation to Algonquin College’s School of Media and Design and stove-building workshop for volunteers  
 going to Guatemala as well as a Trivia Night hosted by Bytown Ottawa Rotary with all proceeds donated 
 to GSP
February:  Volunteer stove building trip to Guatemala
March:  Perth Rotary Club presentation
    
GSP worked in collaboration with two departments at Algonquin College 
this fiscal year. Following a presentation, two sections of first year Child 
and Youth Care Workers successfully carried out fundraising activities 
on our behalf. This is in response to the course requirement that 
students plan and implement a program that benefits the agency with 
which they partner. 

Throughout the winter semester, GSP volunteers Liz Ballantyne Jackson 
and Janet Allan met weekly with five students in their final year on a 
collaborative applied research project with the School of Media and 
Design.  The aim was to refresh and revitalize the GSP’s media presence.  
The students put in much effort and knowledge and dealt with COVID-19 
restrictions in launching the GSP’s updated website. 

February Volunteer Stove-Building Trip

Twenty-one volunteers participated in the annual volunteer 
trip to Guatemala. CEDEC provided daily transportation to 
the worksite, delivery of materials, a team of local masons 
and a coordinator/translator (Quiche and Spanish to English).
Over the week, volunteers worked in teams with a mason 
and built 21 stoves. 

During the second week, volunteers spent a day in the remote
village of Panamaquim where they were treated to entertain-
ment by students of Escuela de Los Niños de Sam and visited
the corn grinder and water reservoir which are past projects 
funded by GSP. For many, it was their first exposure to the 
resilience and courage of the Maya people who face daily 
hardships. Volunteers learned firsthand how an improved 
cookstove greatly improves the health and well-being which 
echoes our motto of “Build a Stove Change the Future.”



Guatemala Stove Project
Statement of Income & Expenses

 for the year ended March 31, 2020
(unaudited)

2020 2019
INCOME

General Donations $110,430 $90,978
Sam Clarke Memorial Fund 100 477
Micro Loans 4,220 2,600
Bursaries 12,615 10,213
Fundraising Income 8,488 17,973
TOTAL INCOME $135,853 $122,241

EXPENSES

Cookstoves & Other Project Expenses $91,185 $83,981
Education/Bursaries $13,443 $13,841
Emergency Assistance $11,705 $3,564
Microloans $4,062 $2,342
Project Documentation & Promotion, incl. Travel 5,801 3,717
Fundraising 2,456 3,535
Administration & Overhead 5,394 5,829
TOTAL EXPENSES $134,046 $116,809

NET INCOME $1,807 $5,432
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Guatemala Stove Project
BALANCE SHEET

as at March 31, 2020
(unaudited)

 ASSETS
2020 2019

Cash & Bank $38,824 $37,221
GST refundable 479 275
Inventory of Crafts for Resale 2,000 2,000

TOTAL ASSETS $41,303 $39,496

LIABILITIES

Accounts Payable $0 $0
Accrued Liabilities 1,480 1,480
TOTAL LIABILITIES $1,480 $1,480

NET ASSETS

Opening Balance $38,016 $32,674
Net Income for the year 1,807 5,342

Closing Balance $39,823 $38,016

TOTAL LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS $41,303 $39,496
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SPECIAL RECOGNITION

We would like to thank the many volunteers who not only commit to the various fundraising activities and meetings 
but also work behind the scenes to keep us running as an organization with special thanks:   

 ~ Eric Scheuneman manages our stove database, processes income tax receipts and mails thank you certificates 
  to donors
 ~  Terri Henderson maintains the spreadsheet and tracks debits and credits 
 ~  Rita Redner works on the GSP website team along with Liz Ballantyne Jackson and Janet Allan
 ~  Liz Ballantyne Jackson and Janet Allan coordinate the Ottawa chapter
 ~  Pierre Fortier (curator of photos), Judy Field (design and production), Liz Ballantyne Jackson (writer) and 
  Rita Redner (editor/advisor) produce our calendar  
 ~  Paul Hauraney assists with banking and presentations 
 ~  Al Teflisi opens his coffee shop as a home base for the Perth volunteer meetings 
 ~  Keith and Lisa Walker fundraise and manage the Cantel Bursary Fund 
 ~  Steev Morgan manages our website and provides timely and knowledgeable assistance.

We are able to provide support to the communities of the western highlands in Guatemala as a result of the leadership 
of Jose Yac (CEDEC), Clara Colop and Ishim Yac (AMI) and Ruben Feliciano (AMMID).  

Tom Clarke continues in his 22nd year as coordinator of the GSP giving presentations, receiving and sending emails and 
coordinating activities. Tom works tirelessly to promote GSP and assist the Indigenous people of Guatemala. Thank you, 
Tom, for your initial vision and your continued dedication.   
 
The Board of Directors consists of Phil Brackenbury who will step down after six years, Erika Johner who has completed 
her third year and Janet Allan in her fourth year as director.
  
Thank you to all our volunteers and donors. Our work depends on your generosity.

For more information, please visit our website at guatemalastoveproject.org 
and our Facebook page at @GuatemalaStoveProject

Guatemala Stove Project
Registered Canadian Charity  # 871977617RR0001

Coordinator Tom Clarke
Email: info@guatemalastoveproject.org

PO Box 20057, Perth, Ontario K7H 3M6
613-267-5202


